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Cchilly night

On a chilly January nignt Ilmet our surly pal, Nate for
an evening of beers and talking about bikes. Nate has
peen.a test subject for us with many of-our products

and I hadn't talked to him since Homie Fall Fest when he
showed up on &a onebyone with Marge rims and Maxils Holkwomm

tires.It had been raining for two days and he mostly
skiaded everywhere ne went that day. |

gonna ride my bike

Nate: Oh ﬁaﬁf I'm"goo&.lh&sn't
I figured I oughta

put it's above zero degrees- 50
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the Nate tire, to what 1opment Of surly
product have you contributed?

Nate: The Krampus is the onlj Surly.product I've almost
gled OIle I_al@ost lost it and fell down a bluff
! lggo the Mississippi river. The handlebars are SO
wide.

Surly: Nate, were you the first-person on Earth to ever
— utter the words, -"BIG MAN DOWN"?

gaté: Yes
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FROM: THAT GUY FROM THART THING
DATE: MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2015
TO: SURLY

SUBJECT: <NO SUBJECT>

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,"

IT IS WITH A HEAVY HEART, AND HANDCUFF=LADEN
WRISTS, THAT | MUST WOEFULLY REPORT MY SINGEREST
DISSATISFACTION WITH ONE OF YOUR PRODUCTS. NO
LESS THAM ONE (1) HOUR AGO, | WAS BLISSFULLY
COASTING MY WAY THROUGH AM EVENING OF GREAT
FOOD, DELICIOUS BEVERAGES, ANMD THE GENERALLY
ENCHANTING AURA THAT PERMEATES THE STREETS OF
MINNEAPOLIS AFTER A GENTLE SUMMER RAIN. ALSO I
WAS HIGH AS SHIT. LIFE WAS BEAUTIFUL. THEN,
THROUGH AM UNFORTUMATE SERIES OF EVENTS THAT
BEEAR NOT REPEATING, | SURPRISINGLY FOUND MYSELF
IN THE COMPANY OF NO LESS THAN TWO ¢(2) LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS OF THIS GREAT STATE OF
MINNESOTA. NOW MNEEDLESS TO SAY, | WAS SOMEWHAT
DISSATISFIED WHEN THE GENERAL DIRECTION OF OUR
ENSUING COMVERSATION SEEMED TO BE DRIFTING
TOWARD THE INCREASINGLY LIKELY OUTCOME OF ME
ACCOMPANYING THESE GENTLEMEN BACK TO THE
HEMMNEFPIN COUNTY ADULT DETEMTION CENTER.
NEVERTHELESS, | REMAINED UPBEAT, AS | HAD IN MY
FOSSESSION=- S0 PROMIMENTLY DISPLAYED THAT EVEN
THE MOST MYOFIC OF CIVIL SERVANTS ¢OULD SEE IT
CLEARLY=- A SURLYBIKES STICKER FOR JUST THIS
OCCASION:. DO MOT ARREST THIS PERSOMN, AND YET
TO MY .DISMAY THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT J'[HE"(.I?ID.'! 1
AM PRESENTLY UNDER ARREST, TYPING AWAY IN THE
BACK OF THEIR CAR. NOW | KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
THINKING, BUT I'M POSITIVE THEY READ THE STICKER:
AT ONE POINT OME OF THEM EVEM NUDGED THE OTHER
OME AND NODDED TOWARDS IT AND THEY BOTH
SMIRKED AT EACH OTHER, KNOWINGLY. YOU LET ME
DOWN SURLY. | WILL GET A LAWYER ANMD KEEP MY
CRIMINAL RECORD (RELATIVELY) CLEAN, AND | CAN
ALWAYS BUY MORE PARTY SUPPLIES, BUT LOSING THE
TRUST | HAD IN YOU DUDERS- THAT REALLY HURTS.

uu NOT ARREST THIS PERSON |

SUFIghIhES com
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As you may know, we build our bikes from steel, .
Wealways have. We use steel fora lol of reasons
that we won't go into delail explaining here, but
the crux of itis ﬁ1at steel offers an nice balance

of deslgn ﬂemhilsly. ride quality, cost effecliveness, _

durabllity, repalrabllity and environmental
sensitivity. That's why we call aurs 'Natch (slang
 for ‘naturally’). Quite a few people have asl-:ed us
- over the years, “Why does Surly use generic, off-
. he- shelf tubing instead of the fancy brand name

+ stuff?" The answer is that brand-name tubing is

off-the-shell tubing,

4130 cromoly is Just one variety of steel.

The number Is a deslgnation of the Saclely of
Automotive Engineers (SAE) that indicates the
metal's components, Baslc high-tensile steel Is
made of iron and a little carboh, By adjusling the
amount of carbon and adding small but precise
amounts of other metals different properties can
be achieved. Addinig chromium and molybdenum
(cromo, get it?) yields a high strength-fo-weight
ratio, Funny car lrames are famously made of
4130 steel for tha same reason it's chosen for
bicycle frames: It results in a steel that can be
formed thin and light but that remains strong and
compliant (flexible but resistant to'deformation
and cracking). There ara other things that can be
done to the resulting material, like heat treating,
a process In which the melal is brought to a
specific témperature and cooled at a controlled
rete to realign its atomic structure, {hereby
further strengthening it.

. At Surly we have had long and frultful

relationships with our frame mantfaclurer and
fubing suppliers. Thraugh these relationships
wvie have continuously worked 16'dévelop'the
right tubing for each frame we offer, We develop
tubing not only for each model but also for the

frame sizes within that mode), Sometimes thereis

fubing available that suits our needs, somelimes
what we want doesn't exist. For example, our

B e

specifically deslaned for this frame. The main
triangle's tubes are Internally butted and same
tubes are externally tapered, flared like a trumpet

and ovalized to add stiffness and strength without

adding welght. On a heavy-duty bruiser like lhe
Instigator, it is a serious conslderalion to keep
the welght down wherever possible without

sacrificing strength. Our Long Haul Trucker's tube
. diameters change across the size spectrum, and

the placement and length of the tapers and butts
within the tube vary from slze to size. This is
done to ensure that the right amount of material
(no more, na less) Is used In each welded Joint.
This way we can ensure a responsive ride while

" keeping the tube ends sufficlently thick to keep -
= them from melting away during welding.

. Aframe'is more than Just its tublng, however,
We work with our suppliers to develop the best - . |
_way to build each frame, including determining -
the best weld sequencé and choosing the best

type of welding rod, tube mitering and fixturing
for each weld. By paying close.aftention to all
these detalls, from tube design and manufacture
to welding, to heal treating and even finishing,
wa address important steps In producing not just

bikes, but Surly bikes...durable bikes that deliver -

nuanced, lively performance appropriate to thelr

: " Intent. Name-brand tubing companles such as
* Reynolds, Columbus, and Dedaccial make good
stulf.-They offer frame builders a wide selection

of tubes to choose from. But thelr fubing is not’
better, not In the sense of being the best optlon

' allthe time, It's nice fo sea their Iogn onaframe,

but we wanted you to know that yau're not being
shortchanged just because you see a Surly”

‘Natch decal by the bottom bracket. In fact,

we go above and beyond to exceed what any .

off-the-shell tube can offer, specific tubing

for the needs of specific models and sizes.

. We Just thought you'd like to know that,
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new Insligator 2.0 is comprised enlirely of ubing

My Other Brother Ddrryl is an 80mm tEbEl_i
'friendly'rim. Wheh' comb_lned with our no—stretch\

Tinm strip, tape and-valve, it does away with the,
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need for tubes, hmw neat is that?
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